Moscow International Open Book Festival is one the central events this summer in the cultural life of our capital. For the sixth time the inner hall of the Central House of Painter is becoming for several June days a place of power for writers, publishers, booksellers and, of course, readers, for this festival was organized for them.
We managed to put forth the main demand to the festival from the very beginning – it must be congenial to the current moment: to note the latest tendencies, to touch actual and not always pleasant themes, search for answers for the most complicated questions of modern time and give some ideas for reflection to everyone who is interested. During five years we did everything we could not to make the MIOBF a highly tailored event for a few professionals, but to turn it into a real intellectual forum and a captivating open-air. That is why from the very beginning parallel with a book program we developed some other actions devoted to children, music, cinema, organized exhibitions and launched special projects. The current festival is not going to be exclusion – on the contrary, it will be more versatile.

The main word for MIOBF-2011, which defines the character of festival, is «trajectories». It seems to us, that the main challenge of XXI century (and the first decade confirms it well) is a total globalization and triumph of eclectics as well as a pantophagy. The movement became first and main precept of postindustrial informational world – one has to note that this is not a movement in space and time, but also a constant change, a transmutation of culture, society and person. Guess, there are no more constants left, all previous structures were cut from their basis and artistic environment has finally thrown away its elite isolation; in became a particular sponge, which absorbs every display of everyday life and reacts on them quickly. Internet, social services and a united virtual environment have cut the distance between author and subject down to the minimum and made their conversation two-sided, allowed the culture to become a real direct weapon.

We agreed with the rules of game and decided to make the current festival a final point where absolutely different, but, without a doubt, concerned in art, as a whole, and literature, in particular, trajectories will cross. That is why there are so much trustees and institutions, which were attracted by us: director of the previous MIOBF and owner of the book stores «Falanster» and «Tsiolkovskiy» Boris Kuprijanov, one of the festival’s founders Alexander Gavrilov are to present their programs, cultural portal OpenSpace.ru and «Afisha» magazine, human rights and charity society «Memorial» and site of business news Slon.ru. Except traditional presentations with lots of Russian and foreing writers, poets, painter, scientists, the festival will become a concentration of round tables and open discussions concerning different themes: from a try to make it clear what «the high literature» is to a discussion of the future of ordinary book in the epoch of Twitter and Facebook. Besides, for the first time a special zone for parents with infants is organized, the new «DNA-Sport» where you can not only watch sport competitions, but to talk with sportsmen, writers and journalists in natural environment, rock concert for kids, first demonstration of “Atlas has spread his shoulders” movie based on the cult epos of Ein Rand and a lot more.
As always in the center of festival’s attention remains literature as one of the main achievements and a book – a No.1 carrier of information. As always everyone will find something interesting.
